The Thorn





 June 2008











Volume 2, Issue 2
Shire of Blak Rose











Annual Demo Scores a Ten at Mechanicsburg Middle School

By Lucrezia, Blak Rose Chronicler
It was a gorgeous day to

hold a demo! Friday,

May 23rd, marked the

shire’s annual demo at

the Mechanicsburg

Middle School. It was

held out of doors at the

Trails and Trees Environmental

Center on the

Middle School property.

Our day started around

10:30 am setting up

pavilions and displays. Lunch was provided at

11:45 for all. I waited to long and ended up

with only a pear to eat. It was delicious, I must

say. Once lunch was completed, the students

walked around the “Artisan Village” asking

questions, trying on armor, or just meandering.

An armor display was set up by Johann and

Eogan. Being able to touch the armor was great

fun for the kids, especially the boys. I think

Johann had to rescue a few pieces of the armor

from several of the kids before they walked off

entirely.

Aidan and Matthias set up their torch for pewter

casting. The bits of pewter really fascinated the

kids. They ended up taking the bits as souvenirs.

Regina set up an apothecary table display and

chatted with many of the kids about various

topics. Magdalena demonstrated her drop spindle.

I displayed a wide array of items, such as

lucet cord making, books, articles of garb, and

silk painted banners. I also provided medieval

music via a “magical music box” aka CD

player.

Eleazar showed off

this gaming skills with

Nine Men Morris and

the Game of Goose. It

appeared he drew a

large crowd of interested

kids. It is no

wonder since kids love

to play and learn about

new games.

For the demo finale,

Eleazar heraldically

presented our dear and gallant knights, Johann,

Eogan, and Matthias to the roaring and eager

crowd of students. A short demonstration of

hits and techniques was given by our knights.

Since their was no warranted Knight Marshall

present, a full out melee did not happen. Despite

this, the students joyously enjoyed the

medieval fighting spectacle.

The teacher in charge was very pleased with

this years demo and has invited us back next

year. Vivant to each of those shire members in

attendance! You are what made this a success.

A double Vivat goes to Magdalena for organizing

the demo.

Chronicler’s Notes
Greetings!

It is my hope that you will enjoy this issue of The

Thorn. The theme is a free-for-all. I accepted just

about anything relating to the SCA or your persona.

Thanks to all of those who submitted articles. You are

what helps the newsletter happen.

On that note, if you have a theme you’d like the newsletter

to take form in, please let me know. I’ll accept

any submissions on varying topics year round. I’d

rather have too many submissions to pick from than

none at all.

My apologies for having pushed the deadline for the

newsletter back so many times. As we all know, life

has a tendency to get in the way.

I would like our next newsletter to appear sometime

before Christmas, though no dates or themes have

been set.

Don’t forget to start prepping for Pennsic. I know I

need to. Let’s hope it’s not deathly hot and humid and

rainy like last year.

I hope everyone has a safe and happy summer and 4th

of July.

Yours in Service,

Lucrezia

On the Spotlight

Name: Lucrezia (last name unknown)

Office held: Chronicler

When: Late 15th Century

Location: Florence and Faenza, Italy

Bio: (Not entirely accurate. )

I am the wife and daughter of merchants in the silk

business. On the side, my family creates silk painted

banners to supply the Medici household , their armies,

and allies. We live in Florence, Italy, and have another

estate in Faenza near my grandparents home.

SCA interests:

Silk painting, lucet cord making, medieval and renaissance

art, jewelry making, bookmaking, cooking and

baking, period music, and some sewing.

Want to try:

Stained glass making, majolica painting, calligraphy,

scroll making, finger loop braiding, playing the violin,

leatherwork, and much more.

Directions to Shire Business Meeting

From all directions:

Take your best route to US - 15 S.

Take the PA-114 EXIT toward BOWMANSDALE/

MECHANICSBURG

Turn RIGHT onto PA-114/S MARKET ST.

Turn LEFT onto GETTYSBURG PIKE.

Turn RIGHT onto S. YORK ST.

Turn RIGHT onto EBERLY LANE.

END at Environmental Center (no outlet).

Volume 2, Issue 2 Page 3

MEETING INFO:

Only 10 cars are permitted to park in the lot. We are

permitted to park in the Middle School lot if needed.

There is a paved walking path from the school to the

center.

There is a Port -a-Castle onsite.

Meet in the pavilion from noon to 4pm.

Summer meeting dates at this location:

July 6 and September 7. August: no meeting.

Trails and Trees Environmental Center, Eberly Lane, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Shire Calendar of Events

June through September

June

1 - Business Meeting,

Vannatta Park, Harrisburg

12:15pm - 5pm

15 - Pennsic War 37 Pre-

Reg Deadline

23 - A&S Night,

East Shore Library Room

A, 5 - 9p

July

6 - Business Meeting,

Environmental Center

Noon to 4pm

25 - August 10 - PENNSIC

WAR 37, Cooper

Lake Campground

A&S Night - TBD

August

No Business Meeting due

to Pennsic War.

A&S Night - TBD

September

7 - Business Meeting,

Environmental Center,

Noon to 4pm

A&S Night – TBD

Shire News of Note

Last business meeting was held on June 1 at the Vanatta Park (Agypt Field in Harrisburg) from 12:15pm to 4pm. There were 11

members present. After the meeting we had a potluck lunch and chatted about various topics.

The Mechanicsburg Middle School Demo was held on May 23, and went very well. Vivat to Magdalena and all who attended!

Aidan and Orrin’s “All Thing” event idea has been tabled. The Western Village RV Park in Carlisle needs site/event references

from us in order to “OK” us for the site. No references were passed onto Aidan and Orrin. Maybe next year.

Chronicler has and will continue to “house clean” the yahoo group list.

Demos: Middletown Craft Fair and Pumpkin Fest dates conflict with all schedules. We will not participate in these demos this

year.

July and September business meetings will be held at the Trails and Trees Environmental Center at the Mechanicsburg Middle

School on the first Sunday of each month from Noon to 4pm. This will be our outdoor/summer meeting place.

Magdalena has contacted Midrealm Dance Guild about purchasing a period music and dance instructional CD for $10. This

purchase was approved by all at the June meeting.

Gwenfrewy has stepped down from her position as A&S Mistress. Orrin the Scop has submitted an letter of intent and was

unanimously voted in as A&S Minister.

Gwenfrewy has shown interest in becoming our Chancellor Minor. A background check was submitted and approved by the

East Kingdom. She was unanimously voted in as Chancellor Minor

If anyone has IDEAS for events, sites, fundraisers, A&S night, or newsletter themes, please contact any officer.

Events of Interest

June through September

June

6 - 8 *RP* Barren Sands War - Barren Sands (Elmer, NJ)

7 Carillion’s Champion Event - Forestgate (Hightstown, NJ)

13 - 15 *RP* Tourney of St. Joseph - Eisental (Lehighton, PA)

20 - 22 *RP* K&Q Archery Championship - Carillion (Manalapan, NJ)

22 *RP* Bhakail’s Baronial Investiture - Bhakail (Clifton Heights, PA)

28 Cooking Collegium II - Settmour Swamp (Flemington, NJ)

July

5 - 6 Wolf Hunt Demo - Montevale (Chambersburg, PA)

12 Glass Day - Silver Rylle (Palmyra, PA)

18 - 20 *RP* East Kingdom War Camp - Eisental (Lehighton, PA)

25 - August 10 Pennsic War 37

August

29 - Sept. 1 Swamp Thynge - Caer Adamant (Middletown, DE)

September

5 - 7 Greenlane Scottish Irish Festival (demo) - Hartshorndale (Green Lane, PA)

12 - 14 EK University/War Collegium - Rusted Woodlands, NY *INCOMPLETE*

27 Boards and Fields - Silver Rylle (Lawn, PA)

Dear Castellan

Q&A Column for SCAdians, New and Old

By Lord Aidan the Hostile and Orrin the Scop

Q: Greetings Orrin! I’ve been to a few events and I see these

people with “pointy hats” on. What are they? How do I get

one? How do I address them? - St. Curious George

A: A “Pointy Hat” or Coronets as they are called, are reserved

for Nobility. I am sure you have seen people with a plain circlet

on. These are usually worn by SCA members who have, by the

King and Queen, been given an AoA or Award of Arms. This is

usually the first award given in the SCA, and it gives you the

right to call yourself “Lord or Lady.” Coronets are distinguishable

by having at least one point. Landed Barons/nesses and

Court Barons/nesses are the first group we will discuss.

Landed Barons are in charge of a Barony or Fief, and have sworn

fealty to the Crown. Court Barons have no lands and have been

given their stature by the Crown, for their deeds and services. In

order to become a Landed Baron, you must firstly live in a Barony

and secondly, be voted or appointed as one. Landed Barons

are similar to the Seneschal in our shire. If you aspire to become

a Court Baron then it doesn’t matter where you live. Court Barons

are made at the decision of the King and Queen. Usually it is

given because of service to the Crown or Kingdom. Barons/

nesses are addressed as “Your Excellency.”

The next set of Nobility is the Prince and Princess. They are

commonly referred to as “Your Highnesses.” They are the Heirs

to the Crown and will follow the current King and Queen when

their reign ends. The Prince and Princess are crowned as the

winners of a Crown Tournament. Not everyone can participate in

a Crown Tourney. Certain criteria must be met and they can vary

from Kingdom to Kingdom.

The King and Queen are the current rulers of the Kingdom.

“Your Majesty” is appropriate while addressing them. They are

the Prince and Princess of the former King and Queen. After the

King and Queen have ruled once they are given the title of Count/

Earl or Countess. Counts and Countesses are addressed as “Your

Excellency.” If they have ruled twice, it becomes “Your Grace”

and they are known as Duke or Duchess.

The Rules of Coronets vary from Kingdom to Kingdom, but there

are some basics. Coronets with strawberry leaves are reserved to

Dukes and Duchesses. Coronets with embattled rims are reserved

to Counts/Earls and Countesses. A good rule of thumb

though is if you don’t know how to address a Noble, “Your Excellency”

will be right 95% of the time.

Yours in Service,

Orrin the Scop

Q: Dear Aidan, I really don’t have any creative skills; so

what part can I play? How can I fit in? - Lass with No skills.

A: That is a good question. There is something for everyone in

the SCA. You already have passed the first hurdle by being interested

in history. If you attended our Persona Class or caught

up with our notes and worksheet, you might have an idea of who

you would have been. From there, I would like you to ask yourself;

“what am I interested in?.” Most times everyday hobbies or

interests will translate into SCA life. If you find yourself unable

to bend metal or wood to your will, remember that it took years

for tradesmen to master their skills. The best thing to do is find

someone who does what you are interested in and learn from

them. There are guilds from many avenues of occupations you

can join and build your knowledge and skill. The one thing that I

have found in my years in the SCA is that SCAdians are always

willing to answer questions and help. If dancing is your cup of

tea, look for events that have dancing and go meet people with

like interests. If you would like to learn brewing, go to an event

with a brewing competition and talk to the brewers. Most times

if you ask someone about something they are passionate about,

they will talk for hours. There are many tomes available for

learning the arts, but I have always preferred and will always

recommend hands on knowledge. Check your Kingdom website

for University events. These events will have the most classes

and best teachers you can find. Check with your MOAS if you

need specific help, and they can guide you.

Yours in Service Always,

Aidan the Hostile

Constantinople

By Benjamin of Tudela and Eleazar ha- Levi

I’ve been working on a paper for this year’s Known World Heraldic

Symposium based on The Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela, a

Jewish merchant who traveled from Spain to Baghdad and back,

late in the 12th Century. Besides the list of names, which my

paper is about, Benjamin left vivid descriptions of the towns he

passed through. Here’s what he said about Constantinople,

which he visited around 1165. All the text that follows, except

for my comments in brackets, is from that work. I’m using the

1983 edition published by Joseph Simon Publisher.

*****

After a five-day’s journey, the great city of Constantinople is

reached. It is the capital of the whole land of Javan, which is

called Greece. Here is the residence of the King Emmanual the

Emperor. Twelve ministers are under him, each of whom has a

palace in Constantinople and possesses castles and cities; they

rule all the land. At the head is King Hipparchus, the second in

command is the Megas Domesticus, the third Dominus, the

fourth is Megas Ducas, the fifth is Oeconomus Megalus -- the

others bear names like these.

The circumference of the city of Constantinople is eighteen

miles; half of it surrounded by the sea, and half by land, and it is

situated upon two arms of the sea, one coming from the sea of

Russia [Black Sea], and one from the sea of Sepharad [the Mediterranean].

All sorts of merchants come here from the land of Shinar

[Mesopotamia], from Persia, from the land of Canaan, and the

empire of Russia, from Hungaria, Patzinakia, [Eastern Europe],

Khazaria [southern Russia], and the land of Lombardy and

Sepharad [Spain].

Constantinople is a busy city and merchants come to it from

every country by land and sea, and there is none like it in the

world except Baghdad, the great city of Islam. In Constantinople

is the Church of Santa Sophia, and the seat of the Pope of the

Greeks, since the Greeks do not obey the Pope of Rome. There

are also churches according to the number of days of the year. A

quantity beyond telling is brought hither year by year as tribute

from the two islands, and the castles and villages which are there.

The like of this wealth is not to be found in any other church in

the world. In this church, there are pillars of gold and silver, and

lamps of silver and gold more than a man can count.

Close to the walls of the palace, there is also a place of amusement

belonging to the king, which is called the Hippodrome, and

every year, on the anniversary of the birth of Jesus, the king gives

a great entertainment there. And in that place, men from all the

races of the world come before the king and queen with jugglery

and without jugglery, and they introduce lions, leopards, bears,

and wild asses, and they engage them in combat with one another;

and the same thing is done with birds. No entertainment

like this is to be found in any other land. This King Emmanuel

built a great place for the seat of his government upon the seacoast,

in addition to the palaces which his father built, and he

called its name Blachernae. He overlaid its columns and walls

with gold and silver, and engraved thereon representations of the

battles before his day and of his own combats. He also set up a

throne of gold and of precious stones, and a golden crown was

suspended by a gold chain over the throne, so arranged that he

might sit thereunder. It was inlaid with jewels of priceless value,

and at nighttime no lights were required, for everyone could see

by light which the stones gave forth.

Countless other buildings are to be met within the city. From

every part of the empire of Greece tribute is brought here every

year, and they fill strongholds with garments of silk, purple and

gold. Like unto these storehouses and this wealth there is nothing

in the whole world to be found. It is said that the tribute of the

city amounts every year to 20,000 pieces, derived both from the

rents of shops and markets, and from the tribute of merchants

who enter by land or sea.

The Greek inhabitants are very rich in gold and precious stones,

and they go clothed in garments of silk with gold embroidery,

and they ride horses and look like princes. Indeed, the land is

very rich in all cloth stuffs, and in bread, meat and wine.

Wealth like that of Constantinople is not to be found in the whole

world. Here also are men learned in all the books of the Greeks,

and they eat and drink, every man under his vine and his fig tree.

They hire from amongst all nations warriors called Loazim

(Barbarians) to fight with the Sultan Masud, King of the Togarmim

(Seljuks) who are called Turks; for the natives are not warlike,

but are as women with no strength to fight.

Mead Hovel Tips for a Better Pennsic

By Lord Aidan the Hostile

Greetings unto the Shire of Blak Rose! Since Pennsic is under 2 months away, I thought it appropriate to share some things that

have helped us have a better Pennsic. These pointers will hopefully help the novice as well as the veteran SCAdian.

If you have ever been to Pennsic, you know that it can be a rough 2 weeks if you are not properly prepared. Here are a few thin gs to

consider. I know some of these are common sense but I would be amiss if I omitted them.

1. I have been asked many times how the weather is at Pennsic.

My answer….. Yes. With that being said, bring garb for the

hottest days and the coldest nights. Don’t forget the wettest

afternoons, too. Cloaks are good. If you have a good wool

one, even better. The wool will keep you warm and dry.

2. Sunscreen: You have to live in your skin for the rest of your

life. Please protect it.

3. Make sure you drink enough……. Water. I know Beer is

made from water but it is a poor substitute. Dehydration is

not fun, neither is heatstroke. If you keep your body swimmingly

liquid filled, you will be in better shape to enjoy the

nighttime events at Pennsic.

4. Here is a helpful tip to save you money and time getting ice

every couple of days. If you can, pre-make some stew or

soup before Pennsic. Freeze it and pack it in the cooler with

the other perishables. The frozen containers will help act as

ice packs. They will keep the other food cold and by the

time they are thawed you can heat them up and eat it.

5. Buy some tea lights and put them in the port-a-castles at

night. This will help you and many others when nature calls

at 2am. Plus if they are the scented ones, the port-a-castles

will smell better. I have seen glow sticks used as well. They

are better if you are concerned about open flame but cost

more.

6. Bring a first aid kit. Basic supplies will do. Aspirin for

headaches, bandages for cuts. The minor stuff. Make sure

you know where Chirurgeons Point is.

7. Plan a class schedule. The Pennsic University Class Schedule

is normally available a couple of weeks before Pennsic.

Download it form the Pennsic site and look through it. Talk

to your campmates and co-ordinate your classes so you can

enjoy them with your friends and so they don’t conflict if

you have camp duties.

8. Buy the Pennsic Independent: It IS the official newspaper

after all. There is much information inside. Weather outlook,

sales, and war point scores to name a few.

9. Volunteer! Ask about helping at Troll, Public Safety, or Chirurgeon’s

Point. Teach a class if you are inclined. We are a

community at Pennsic, be a part of it. Who know, you may

make some new friends or see parts of Pennsic that you normally

wouldn’t. Knock on your Kingdom’s Gates and ask if

they need help. You may get a free meal out of it or recognition

from Their Majesties!

10. Lastly HAVE FUN!!! This is your vacation after all.

Yours in Service,

Lord Aidan the Hostile.

The Officers of the Shire

Seneschal:

Pani Magdalena Gdanska (Daria Hayman)

(717) 564-5522 (no calls after 9pm)

seneschal@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Deputy Seneschal(s):

Lord Johann Lederer (Dennis Heisey)

(717) 948-0276

vze3yxfc@verizon.net

Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh)

(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)

castellan@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Castellan:

Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh)

(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)

castellan@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Deputy Castellan:

Lord Orrin the Scop (Alan Murdoch)

(717) 576-9038

librarian@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Exchequer:

Lord Alistair the Tall (Nathan Crowther)

(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)

exchequer@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Chancellor Minor:

Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa Owens)

(717) 564-5522

Librarian:

Lord Orrin the Scop (Alan Murdoch)

(717)576-9038

librarian@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Chronicler:

Lucrezia (Melissa Crowther)

(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)

chronicler@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Minister of Arts and Sciences:

Lord Orrin the Scop (Alan Murdoch)

(717) 576-9038

moas@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Herald:

Eleazar ha-Levi (Lew Wolkoff)

(717) 772-5298 (work number; preferred)

herald@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Web Minister:

Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh)

(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)

webminister@blakrose.eastkingdom.org

Knight Marshall: VACANT

Master/Mistress of the Lists: VACANT
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What is the Shire of Blak Rose?

The Shire of Blak Rose consists of medieval and renaissance re-enactors

who are spread across Central PA in Perry, Cumberland, and Dauphin

counties. We are active members of a not- for-profit worldwide educational

organization known as the Society for Creative Anachronisms, Inc.

(SCA, Inc.). The SCA is devoted to recreating the arts, sciences, skills,

and warfare of pre-seventeenth century European culture. For further

information on the SCA, please check out the webpage at www.sca.org,

or contact a local officer. For a listing of local events, please visit the

East Kingdom of the SCA webpage at www.eastkingdom.org.
